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Saker Falcon (Falco cherrug) in Kyrgistan.

E. Shukurov and A. Davletbakov, Institute of Zoology, Academy of Sciences
of Kyrgistan, Beshkek, Kyrgistan.

Êèðãèçñòàíû èäëýã øîíõîð
Êèðãèçñòàíû á¿õ íóòàã äýâñãýðò èäëýã øîíõîð íü í¿¿äýëëýí
ºíãºðäºã, ¿ðæäýã øóâóó þì. Íàìðûí í¿¿äëèéí ¿åäýý òýä Óìàðä
Òÿíü Øàíü óóëûí áýë õºíäèé, Èññûê Êóëü íóóðûí ñàâààð äàéð÷
ºíãºðíº. Õàâðûí í¿¿äýë ìºí ë ýíý ãàçðóóäûã äàéðíà. Çàðèì
ãàçàðò ìàø îëîí òîîòîéãîîð í¿¿äëèéí ¿åäýý òîõèîëäîíî.
Õóëãàéí àí÷èä 100-200 í¿¿äëèéí øîíõîðûã ýíý íóòãààñ 1990-ýýä
îíä áàðüæýý.

Èäëýã øîíõîð íü äàëàéí òºâøíººñ äýýø äóíäæààð 1500-
3000 ì ºíäºðò áàéðëàõ ¿¿ðèéã ñîíãîäîã áà ¿¿ð íü õ¿í àìüòíû
õºë, çàì õàðãóéãààñ õîë çàéäóó áàéäàã. Êèðãèçñòàí óëñûí á¿õ
íóòàã äýâñãýð äýõ èäëýã øîíõîðûí òîî òîëãîéã òîãòîîãîîã¿é.
Íóòãèéí ç¿¿í õýñýãò õèéñýí ñóäàëãààíû ìýäýý áàðèìòààñ ¿çýõýä
îéðîëöîîãîîð 50 õîñ áàéðøäàã áà áàðóóí õýñýãò íü ò¿¿íýýñ áàãà
áîëîëòîé.

Õàäàí õÿñàà á¿õèé õ¿ðýõýä áýðõ ãàçàðò ãîë÷ëîí ¿¿ðëýäýã.
¯¿ð õîîðîíäûí çàé îéðîëöîîãîîð 1.5 êì. Çàðèìäàà õîñóóä íýã
¿¿ðèéã îëîí æèë àøèãëàíà (íýã õîñ òóõàéí ¿¿ðýíä 3 æèë
àìüäàðñàí áàðèìò áèé) çàðèì íü 150-200 ìåòðò áàéõ çýðãýëäýý
¿¿ðýíä àìüäàðíà.

Àíãààõàéãàà çóðàì, ñóõàéí ÷è÷¿¿ë, òàãòàà, ÿãààí òîäîë,
óëààí õóøóóò, ãóðãóóë, òóóëàé, îëîí ç¿éë îãîòíîîð õîîëëîäîã.
Îäîîãèéí áàéäëààð áàéãàëèéí íºõöºëä òîî òîëãîéí ºñºëòèéã
íü òîäîðõîéëîõ áîëîìæã¿é áàéãàà íü ñóäàëãààíä õàìðàãäñàí
¿¿ðíèé àíãààõàéí 80% íü õ¿íèé ¿éë àæèëëàãààíä ºðòºãäñºíòýé
õîëáîîòîé.

Çºâõºí Èññûê Êóëü, ò¿¿íèé îð÷èì çàðèì íóòàãò øîíõîð
áàðüæ, àíä ñóðãàäàã 15 õ¿í áàéäàã. Êèðãèçèéí àðä ò¿ìýí øóâóóã
àíä ñóðãàäàã ýðòíèé óëàìæëàëòàé.

Èäëýã øîíõîðûã áàðüæ, õóäàëäàõ ñîíèðõîëòîé 1000
îð÷èì õ¿í á¿ðòãýãäñýí þì. Áàðèãäñàí èäëýã¿¿äýýñ ãàäíà áóñàä
ìàõ÷èí øóâóóä ¿õýæ ¿ðýãäñýýð áàéíà.
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Áàëîáàí (Falko cherrug L.) â Êûðãûçñòàíå

Áàëîáàí  âñòðå÷àåòñÿ ïðàêòè÷åñêè íà âñåé òåððèòîðèè

Êûðãûçñòàíà íà ïðîëåòå è ãíåçäîâüå. Îñíîâíàÿ ÷àñòü ïðîëåòíûõ ïòèö

îñåíüþ ïðîõîäèò ïî âíåøíèì õðåáòàì íà óðîâíå ñðåäíèõ ÷àñòåé

ìàêðîñêëîíîâ è ïðåäãîðíûì äîëèíàì Ñåâåðíîãî Òÿíü-Øàíÿ è Èññûê-

Êóëüñêîé êîòëîâèíû. Âåñåííèé ïðîëåò â îñíîâíîì ïðîõîäèò ïî ýòèì

æå ïóòÿì, íî áîëåå ðàññðåäîòî÷åííî è ïî íèçêèì ïðåäãîðíûì

ðàâíèíàì. Ïðîëåò ìåñòàìè äîñòàòî÷íî èíòåíñèâåí, ïîñêîëüêó çà åãî

âðåìÿ áðàêîíüåðû îòëàâëèâàëè  â 90-õ ãîäàõ áîëåå 100-200 ïòèö.

Íà ãíåçäîâàíèè áàëîáàí âñòðå÷àåòñÿ ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî íà

ñðåäíèõ âûñîòàõ, îò 1500 äî 3000 ì íàä óðîâíåì ìîðÿ, â ìåñòàõ,

îòíîñèòåëüíî óäàëåííûõ îò íàñåëåííûõ ïóíêòîâ è îæèâëåííûõ äîðîã.

Ãíåçäîâîå íàñåëåíèå íà âñåé òåððèòîðèè ñòðàíû íå ó÷òåíî. Â

âîñòî÷íîé åå ïîëîâèíå ïî èçâåñòíûì ó÷åòàì è íàõîäêàì åãî ìîæíî

îöåíèòü â 50 ïàð ñóãóáî îðèåíòèðîâî÷íî. Â çàïàäíîé ÷àñòè ïî-

âèäèìîìó èõ íå ìåíüøå.

Ãíåçäîâûì áèîòîïîì ÿâëÿþòñÿ ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî ñêàëèñòûå

è îáðûâèñòûå ó÷àñòêè ãîð. Ãíåçäà ðàñïîëàãàþòñÿ íà òðóäíîäîñòóïíûõ

óñòóïàõ. Áëèæàéøåå ðàññòîÿíèå ìåæäó ãíåçäàìè 1,5 êì. Ãíåçäà â

îäíèõ ñëó÷àÿõ çàíèìàþò íåñêîëüêî ëåò ïîäðÿä (îäíà ïàðà çàíèìàëà

îäíî è òî æå ãíåçäî â òå÷åíèå òðåõ ëåò ïîäðÿä), èëè ñìåíÿþò íà ðÿäîì

ðàñïîëîæåííîå, îáû÷íî â 150-200ì äðóã îò äðóãà.

Ïòåíöîâ âûêàðìëèâàþò ïðåèìóùåñòâåííî ñëåäóþùèìè

âèäàìè: ðåëèêòîâûé ñóñëèê, ãðåáåíùèêîâàÿ è êðàñíîõâîñòàÿ ïåñ÷àíêè

(Ïðèèññûêêóëüå), ãîëóáè, ðîçîâûé ñêâîðåö, êëóøèöà, ïîëåâêè,

ìîëîäûå ôàçàíû, çàéöû è ñóðêè.

Åñòåñòâåííûé óñïåõ ðàçìíîæåíèÿ â ñîâðåìåííûõ óñëîâèÿõ

íåâîçìîæíî îïðåäåëèòü, ïîñêîëüêó èç âñåõ íàáëþäàâøèõñÿ ãíåçä

îêîëî 80 % ñëó÷àåâ áûëè ðàçîðåíû ëþäüìè, èçúÿâøèìè ïòåíöîâ.

Òîëüêî â Èññûê-Êóëüñêîé è Íàðûíñêîé îáëàñòÿõ èçâåñòíî

15 ÷åëîâåê, êîòîðûå äåðæàò è îõîòÿòñÿ ñ áàëîáàíîì. Êèðãèçñêèé íàðîä

èìååò äðåâíèå òðàäèöèè îõîòû ñ ëîâ÷èìè ïòèöàìè.

Â ýòèõ æå îáëàñòÿõ îêîëî òûñÿ÷è ÷åëîâåê ïûòàþòñÿ

îòëàâëèâàòü ñîêîëîâ íà ïðîäàæó. Ïðè ýòîì ãèáíåò çíà÷èòåëüíàÿ ÷àñòü

îòëîâëåííûõ áàëîáàíîâ, à òàêæå ìíîãèõ äðóãèõ õèùíûõ ïòèö,

îòëàâëèâàåìûõ ïîïóòíî è íå íàõîäÿùèõ ñáûòà.
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Abstract
Saker falcons occur throughout Kyrgistan territory both on

migration and during the breeding season. In autumn most passage birds
migrate along the outer ranges of the mountains on the level of the middle
parts of macroslopes and valleys of northern Tyan San and Issikul
depression. Spring migration goes along the same route but is less
concentrated and also includes foothills. The migration is rather intensive.
In the 1990s  illegal trappers used to catch more than 100-200 birds during
migration.

Saker breeding grounds are located at altitudes from 1500 to
3000 m in places which are isolated from settlements and busy roads. The
number of breeding birds in the country has not been surveyed. In the
eastern part of the country we estimate its numbers at 50 pairs. In the
western part the numbers are even lower. The young are fed with souslik,
gerbils, pigeons, rose starlings, chough, voles, young pheasants, hares
and marmots.
Breeding success is impossible to determine as 80% of nests have been
robbed by people.  Kyrgyz people have a tradition of hunting with sakers.
There are 15 people who practice falconry with sakers in the Issikul and
Naryn Districts alone. On the other hand about a thousand people try to
trade falcons for profit. Lack of raptor management knowledge results in
the death of many falcons in captivity. They also capture other birds of
prey which are unmarketable.

Systematics
The sub-species of Sakers in Tyan San Mountains is Falco cherrug milvipes
Jerdon 1871, in Pamiro-Alay mountains is Falco cherrug hendersoni
Hume 1871, two other sub-species visit Kyrgistan on seasonal movements
– Falco cherrug cherrug Gray 1834 and Falco cherrug coatsi Dementiev
1945, however the latter visit only south-western regions.

Status
Since 1986 the Saker falcon has been listed in the Red Data

Book of Kyrgistan.
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Distribution
Kyrgistan is located in the very centre of the Saker Falcon range.

It could be seen in almost every part of Kyrgistan during breeding and
migration. Most of the population is concentrated in the Northern part of
the republic along the Kungey and Terskey Alatoo, Naryn and Atabash
Alatoo, and Kyrgyz and Talass Alatoo.

Numbers
According to results of counts by the Zoological Laboratory,

Institute of Biology of Kyrgistan Academy of Sciences, density of the
Sakers in 1980-90s in Northern Kyrgisia  varied between 0.01 to 0.4
individuals per km2.  According to data by E. Darvanov, in Kyrgyz Alatoo
over an area of 6558 km2 there are about 120 individuals. The maximum
density is observed in foothill steppes (0.1 individuals per km2) and in
mountain meadows (0.33 individuals per km2).

Migrations
Most birds migrate along the external mountain ridges on the

middle part of the macro-slopes and along the foothills river valleys of
the Northern Tyan-San and Issyk-Kul depression. Spring migration follows
the same route, but is more dispersed and is located in the lowlands. The
migration is intensive in some places if judged by the fact that illegal
trappers in the 90s managed to trap more than 100-200 birds.

Seasonal movements begin at the end of May to the first 10 days
of July when the chicks start to fly and learn to hunt by themselves. Parents
move the broods from nesting areas to the open plains and live there until
August, then the families split up. True migration begins at the end of
August – beginning of September and ends in the second half of October.
In spring the falcons arrive at the end of February – beginning of March.

Breeding population

The breeding population is not properly surveyed. During our

surveys in May 1999 we found 11 nests along the Terskey Alatoo, 2 nests
at the Naryn Range, 1 nest at the Atbash ridge. The current status of
Sakers in Kyrgistan is estimated at 100-120 pairs.
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Breeding habitat
In Kyrgistan Sakers breed on cliffs and cliffy mountain slopes

and along rivers. The nests are located in places with difficult access. The
minimum nearest neighbour distance is 1.5 km. Nests are occupied for
several consecutive years (one nesting pair occupied the nest during 3
consecutive years), or switch to alternative nest sites 150-200 m from the
original site.

Diet
From direct analysis of prey remains, prey items and pellets, the following
species were identified:

Cape hare (Lepus tolai)
Altay Marmot (Marmota baibacina)
Tianshan Souslik (Citellus relictus)
Large-toothed Souslik (Yellow Souslik) (C. fulvus)
Migratory (Grey) Hamster (Cricetulus migratorius)
Tyan San Vole (Clethrionomys frater)
Narrow-Skulled Vole (Microtus gregalis)
Tamarisk Gerbil (Meriones tamariscinus)
Libyan Gerbil (Meriones libycus)
Chukar Partridge (Alectoris chukar)
Rock Dove (Columba livia)
Chough (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax)
Alpine Chough (Pyrrhocorax graculus)
Magpie (Pica pica)
Jackdaw (Corvus monedula)
Pheasant (Phasianus colchicus)
Rose-coloured Starling (Pastor roseus)

Relationship with other species
Sakers have to compete with Long-legged Buzzard and Raven

for food. Both these species often rob the Sakers of their prey, sometimes
more frequently than they catch food themselves. In the lowlands during
breeding time the Sakers compete with Short-toed Eagle, Long-legged
Buzzard, and in the foothills with Ravens, Long-legged Buzzard, Black
Vulture and Griffon Vulture.

Breeding
Sakers breed in the foothills and mid-mountain belt 1000-3000

m, and in places away from villages also in high mountains. In foothills
they breed along eroded clay canyons, in mid-mountains they breed on
slate cliffs 50-100m high, and in high-mountains on highly weathered
monolith cliffs. Sometimes they occupy nests of other birds of prey located
in niches and exposed preferably to eastern or north-eastern side.
Chicks are fed on the following species: Tyan San Sousliks, Tamarisk
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and Lybian Gerbils (in Issyk-Kul depression), Rock Doves, Rose-coloured
Starling,  Choughs, Voles, young pheasants, hares, marmots. It was
impossible to determine the natural breeding success because in 80% of
the nests, chicks were robbed.

Captive falcons
In Issyk-Kul and Naryn Districts there are 15 falconers who hunt

with Sakers. There are strong falconry traditions among Kyrgistan people.
Kyrgisians have ancient traditions of falconry. In the same districts there
are about 1000 people who are actively trying to catch and sell falcons.
The majority of these falcons and other birds of prey die due to lack of
basic knowledge and poor demand.

Current status
Current status of the Saker gives serious cause for concern. The

number is declining very fast and this trend is being repeated annually.
From the beginning of 1990s, local Sakers have been in demand in Arabian
countries, which pushed the local population en mass to catch the falcons
and rob the nests in order to sell the birds to bird traders and visiting
trappers. Such attitudes have lead to depletion of well-established breeding
territories. Despite the alarming situation, the government does  not make
any adequate measures to protect the local Saker population.

Possible conservation measures
The following measures have been suggested which might cause

positive trends in the natural population:
Tougher control measures for trappers and illegal exporters

Public awareness campaign
Attract local population to protect nest sites
Create captive breeding center for releasing birds into the wild
Re-introduction of captive birds.


