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OBSERVATIONS OF THE GREAT BLACK-BACKED
GULL IN BULGARIA
D.N. Nankinov
Abstract. Until now 59 Great Black-backed Gulls have been recorded on the territory of Bulgaria, mainly
during the seasonal migrations and in winter. They prefer the sea coast, seldom they visit the inland reservoirs. The
first autumn migrants reach the Black Sea after September 6th. A new wave of migration is observed in December
due to spell of cold weather in the northern wintering grounds. The birds leave for their breeding grounds in March
and April. Non-breeding individuals remain on the Bulgarian reservoirs in summer. The territory of Bulgaria is a part
of the wintering habitat of the species. Great Black-backed Gulls from the most eastern breeding grounds of the
species migrate and winter in this country.
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Íàáëþäåíèÿ ìîðñêîé ÷àéêè â Áîëãàðèè. - Ä.Í. Íàíêèíîâ. - Áåðêóò. 9 (1-2). 2000. - Äî íàñòîÿùåãî
âðåìåíè íà òåððèòîðèè Áîëãàðèè çàðåãèñòðèðîâàíû 59 ìîðñêèõ ÷àåê, êîòîðûå îòìå÷àëèñü ãëàâíûì îáðàçîì
â ïåðèîä ïðîëåòà è çèìîâêè. Îíè çàäåðæèâàþòñÿ â îñíîâíîì íà ìîðñêîì ïîáåðåæüå, èçðåäêà ïðîíèêàÿ è íà
âíóòðèêîíòèíåíòàëüíûå âîäîåìû. Ïåðâûå îñåííèå ìèãðàíòû äîñòèãàþò áîëãàðñêîé àêâàòîðèè ×åðíîãî ìîðÿ
ïîñëå 6.09. Íîâàÿ âîëíà ìèãðàöèè îòìå÷àåòñÿ â äåêàáðå, ÷òî îáúÿñíÿåòñÿ ïîõîëîäàíèåì â ðàéîíå áîëåå ñåâåðíûõ çèìîâîê. Îòëåò ïòèö ê ñâîèì ãíåçäîâüÿì ïðîèñõîäèò â ìàðòå-àïðåëå. Íåðàçìíîæàþùèåñÿ îñîáè
îñòàþòñÿ íà áîëãàðñêèõ âîäîåìàõ è â ëåòíèé ïåðèîä. Òåððèòîðèþ Áîëãàðèè óæå ìîæíî ñ÷èòàòü ÷àñòüþ çèìíåãî àðåàëà äàííîãî âèäà. Çäåñü âñòðå÷àþòñÿ îñîáè èç íàèáîëåå âîñòî÷íûõ ìåñò ãíåçäîâàíèÿ.

This big gull breeds along the seacoast
(and the adjacent reservoirs) of the North
Atlantic, between the Labrador peninsula and
the Sea of Barents. To South it nests to France,
as its main wintering grounds are in the Atlantic Ocean and the west part of the Mediterranean Sea (Dementiev, 1951). In 1983 we
published in Alauda (France) information
on the finding of the Great Black-backed Gull
(Larus marinus) in Bulgaria (Nankinov, Daraktchiev, 1983). Then our conclusions were
that the species visits the territory of Bulgaria
during all seasons of the years. One of the
reasons for the preparation of the present article, besides the new data from the field studies, is the fact, that any information on the
status of the Great Black-backed Gull in Bulgaria is absent in the monographs The Birds
of the Western Palearctic (Cramp, Simmons,
1983; Snow, Perrins, 1998). During the last
two decades this species has been met many
times in Bulgaria and we can state that it regularly visits the country during its migrations.
It can be seen from the available literature that for the first time the Great Blackbacked Gull was recorded in Bulgaria by W.
© D.N. Nankinov, 2000

Radakoff (1879), during the winter in the vicinity of the town of Burgas. O. Reiser (1894)
doubted this observation, but later H. Boetticher (1927, 1931) wrote that the Great Blackbacked Gull regularly visits the Bulgarian
Black Sea coast or that accidentally it comes
to the shores of the Black Sea.
Later on the observations of the species in
Bulgaria are as follows.
1890  April, G. Shumljanski shot 3 individuals near Varna. Their preparations are kept
in the museum in the town of Ruse (Kovachev, 1894).
1926  July 21st, it was observed several times
on the Kaliakra Cape (Müller, 1927).
1976  October 14th, 1 bird on Atanasovsko
Lake by the town of Burgas (Roberts,
1978, 1980).
1979  September 6th, 1 individual by the
town of Tsarevo (S. Ivanov  pers. com.).
1981  May 14th, an adult Great Black-backed
Gull among a flock of moulting Herring
Gulls (L. cachinnans) (Nankinov, Daraktchiev, 1983).
1987  in April and May, G. Kotsakov (pers.
com.) recorded about 10 birds along the
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ved over the river Struma and the adjacent
fish-ponds by the Ornithological station Rupite (A. Bachvarova,
M.Veleva, K. Zareva,
B. Nikolov, I. Hristov 
pers. com.).
1992  January 6th, an
adult bird among a
flock of Herring Gulls
on an island in the river
Struma, to the south of
the Ornithological station Rupite, between
Fig. 1. Records of the Black-backed Gull in Bulgaria.
the mouths of the rivÐèñ. 1. Íàõîäêè ìîðñêîé ÷àéêè â Áîëãàðèè.
ers Strumeshnitsa and
seacoast by the town of Shabla.
Melnishka (B. Nikolov, I. Hristov  pers.
 December 19th, O. Mladenov observed
com.).
5 adult and 7 second-year young birds
 March 1st, again 1 individual was recoramong a flock of Black-headed Gulls (Laded by the Ornithological station Rupite
rus ridibundus) and Herring Gulls in the
(A. Bachvarova, M. Veleva, K. Zareva 
fish-ponds by the village of Stalpishte, of
pers. com.).
Ruse.
 April 10th, 1 bird was resting among a
1988  February 2nd, a note arrived in the
flock of 400 Herring Gulls on the beach
Bulgarian Ornithological Centre that on
by the Aquarium in Varna.
that day O. Mladenov trapped and ringed
 April 12th, an adult bird flew parrallelly
a Great Black-backed Gull (ring number
to the ship in the open sea, to Northwest
Sofia 5-21687) in the fish-ponds by the
from the town of Varna.
village of Stalpishte, of Ruse.
1993  September 20th, the species is recorded
 October 1st, the species is recorded as
as passage migrant along the Black Sea
passage migrant along the Black Sea coast
coast by Strandja mountain (Milchev,
by Strandja mountain (Milchev, 1998).
1998).
1991  September 15th, we observed 1+1+4
 December 29th, an adult individual toindividuals among a concentration of
gether with 3 Herring Gulls and 3 Corabout 2500 gulls: Mediterranean (L. memorants (Phalacrocorax carbo) were oblanocephalus), Black-headed, Herring and
served on an island to the south from the
Slender-billed Gulls (L. genei) on the
Ornithological station Rupite (B. Nikobeach by Shabla Lake.
lov, P. Shurulinkov  pers. com.).
 September 17th, 1 bird among a flock 1994  July, an adult bird among a flock of
of 800 gulls (Mediterranean and Herring
Herring Gulls on the beach of camp ArGulls) on the seashore of Durankulak
kutino (A.Dutsov  pers. com.).
Lake.
1995  February 18th, an adult and a young
 September 19th, an adult bird came in
bird found dead by Shabla Lake (van den
the morning and alighted among a flock
Berg, Sangster, 1995).
of other gulls on the beach by Durankulak 1997  January 11th and 12th: 1 individual
Lake.
was recorded on the seashore at 1 km from
 December 26th, 1 individual was obserthe village of Krapets (Northeast Bulgaria)
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(B. Nikolov, K. Kiselova 
pers. com.).
From the existing records of
the Great Black-backed Gull in
Bulgaria becomes clear that the
species visits the Black Sea coast,
as well as the inland of the country (Fig. 1). The observations with
concrete numbers show that until
now 59 Great Black-backed Gulls
were recorded in Bulgaria, mainly
in March and April  26 individu- Fig. 2. Dynamics of observations of the Black-backed
als (45 %), December  14 birds Gull in Bulgaria by months.
(24 %) and September  9 birds Ðèñ. 2. Äèíàìèêà íàáëþäåíèé ìîðñêîé ÷àéêè â
(15 %) (Fig. 2). We can judge for Áîëãàðèè ïî ìåñÿöàì.
the accomplishment of the migration in Bulgaria by the existing information. and the Slender-billed Gull, formed in bays
The first autumn migrants from the North and on the seashore. It pecks on carcasses and
reach the Bulgarian Black Sea coast towards various food scraps, washed ashore. With this
September 6th, but most of them arrive after purpose it accompanies the ships in the open
September 15th. We assume that in Decem- sea. Together with the other gulls it visits the
ber a new wave of migrating birds crosses Bul- cultivated areas, where there are colonies of
garia, probably after a spell of cold weather the Common Vole (Microtus arvalis) and
in their northern wintering grounds. Part of abundant large insects (leapers, beetles).
this individuals spend the winter on our resWe can judge for the origin of the Great
ervoirs. We can talk about spring migration Black-backed Gulls, migrating and wintering
and leaving of birds towards the northern in Bulgaria indirectly. We suppose that these
nesting area in March and April, and the find- are individuals from the most eastern nesting
ing of Great Black-backed Gull in July is a grounds of the species. The birds from the
proof for the summering of non-breeding in- population of the White Sea winter mainly
dividuals on Bulgarian reservoirs. There for along the shores of North and Baltic Sea, and
the Great Black-backed Gull can be met in also in European Russia in Archangelsk and
Bulgaria during the whole year, but most of- Kirov regions, in the Republic of Komi and
ten during the seasonal migrations and in Chuvashia (Tatarinkova, 1970). Probably in
winter. The whole territory of the country (The sudden cold spell some of the birds wintering
Black Sea coast, as well as the inland reser- along the Baltic Sea and in European Russia,
voirs) is part of the wintering grounds of the migrate to south and appear on the west shore
species.
of the Black Sea. It is possible part of the Great
Our observations in the feeding places of Black-backed Gulls crossing the territory of
this bird in Bulgaria reveal that it use rather Bulgaria to belong to the Baltic breeding
varied food. It fishes in the sea, in the coastal population, which increased its number in the
lakes, in rivers with plenty of food and it es- last decades. Only in Estonia for about 20
pecially prefers to visit the fish-ponds. Sel- years it increased from 210 pairs in 1969
dom it cleptoparasite when stealing fish from (Peedosaar, Onnju, 1970) to 2000 - 5000 pairs
the other gulls. Probably there for it enters in 1991 (Snow, Perrins, 1998). A young indithe concentrations of the Herring Gull, the vidual ringed in Finland on 6.06.1965 was
Black-headed Gull, the Mediterranean Gull found on 13.12.1965 after 6 months and 7
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days, in Croatia at 1800 km to Southwest from
the breeding grounds (Stromar, 1968). Birds
from the Finnish nesting areas have been found
around Moscow and from the Swedish population  near Kaliningrad, in Belorussia and
the Czech Republic (Cramp, Simmons, 1983).
The observations of the Great Blackbacked Gull in Bulgaria show a characteristic feature of its biology, namely that it prefers the seashore (in Bulgaria  the Black Sea
coast) during its migrations and wintering.
Seldom it remains on inland reservoirs, far
away from the seashore. In Bulgaria these are
some observations on the river Struma by the
Ornithological station Rupite and the fishponds by the village of Stalpishte, of Ruse.
In connection with the increasing of the
population of the Great Black-backed Gull in
its whole breeding habitat and especially along
the shores of the White and the Baltic Seas
(Judin, Firsova, 1988) we suppose that the
species more often will visit the territory of
Bulgaria in the future.
Acknowledgements
I want to thank to S. Ivanov, G.Kotsakov,
O. Mladenov, A. Bachvarova, M. Veleva, K.
Zareva, B. Nikolov, I. Hristov, P. Shurulinkov,
A. Dutsov and K. Kiselova, who gave me information on the Great Black-backed Gull.
REFERENCES
van den Berg A., Sangster G. (1995): WP reports. - Dutch
Birding. 2: 76-81.
Boetticher H. (1927): Kurzer Ueberblick über die Wasserund Sumpfvögel Bulgariens. - Verh. orn. Ges. Bayern.
17: 180-198.
Boetticher H. (1931): Chaikite na Cherno more. - Lovets.
31 (5): 74-76.
Cramp S., Simmons K. (eds.) (1983): The Birds of Western
Palearctic. Oxford Univ. Press. 3: 1-913.
Dementiev G. (1951): Otriad chaiki (Lariiformes). - Pticy
Sovetskogo Soyuza. 3: 373-603.
Judin K., Firsova L. (1988): Morskaia chaika - Larus marinus Linnaeus, 1758. - Pticy SSSR. Chaikovie. 174182.
Kovachev V. (1894): Materiali za prouchvane balgarskata
fauna. - Periodichno spisanie na Balg. knijovno drujetsvo v Sredets. - 47: 742-749.
Milchev B. (1998): The birds in the Bulgarian part of the
Strandja mountains. I. Species list and status. - Annual

Áåðêóò 9.

of Sofia Univ. St. Kl. Ohridski, 1  Zoology. 88-90:
25-43.
Müller A. (1927): Bericht über eine Sammelreise in die
Dobrudza und auf die Schlangeninsel. - Verh. u. Mitt.
Siebenburg. Ver. Naturwiss. Hermannstadt. 77 ( 2): 1140.
Nankinov D., Daraktchiev A. (1983): Te Goeland marin
(Larus marinus L.) en Bulgarie. - Alauda. 51 (4):: 313.
Peedosaar J., Onno S. (1970): Gnezdovaya fauna ptic na
ostrovah Zapadnoy Estonii. - Materialy VII Pribalt. orn.
konferencii. 3: 59-63.
Radakoff W. (1879): Ornithologische Bemerkungen über
Bessarabien, Moldau, Walachei, Bulgarien und OstRumelien. - Bull. de la Soc. des Naturalist. Moskou.
53: 150-178.
Reiser O. (1894): Materialien zi einer Ornis balcanica. II.
Bulgarien. Wien: 1-204.
Roberts J. (1978): Samo sol I tchaiki. - Zashtita na prirodata.
4: 23-24.
Roberts J. (1980): Observations on birds of the Bulgarian
Seaboard with new breeding records for S.W. Bulgaria
of Masked Shrike (Lanius nubicus), Bonellis Warbler
(Phylloscopus bonelli) and Blue Rock Thrush
(Monticola solitarius). - Bonner zool. Beitr. 31 (1-2):
20-37.
Simeonov S., Zehtindjiev P., Dilchev N. (1997): Srednozimno prebroiavane na vodoplavashtite ptici v Balgarska Dobrudja (ianuari 1997). - Branta. 2: 15.
Snow D., Perrins C. (eds.). (1998): The Birds of the Western
Palearctic. Concise Edition. Oxford Univ. Press. 1: 11008.
Stromar L. (1968): Prstenovanje ptica u godini 1965. - Larus. 20: 5-27.
Tatarinkova I. (1970): Rezultati kolcevania bolshih morskih
I serebristih chaek na Murmane. - Trudy Kandal. zapovednika. 8: 149-181.

9-12.11.2001 ð. ó Áîíí³ (Í³ìå÷÷èíà)
â³äáóäåòüñÿ 2 ªâðîïåéñüêèé ñèìïîç³óì
Bird collections in Europe  promotion
of science in ornithology: the challenge of
mutual cooperation, ÿêèé îðãàí³çóº Çîîëîã³÷íèé ³íñòèòóò ³ ìóçåé Îëåêñàíäðà Êåí³ãà. Òåìàòèêà  âèâ÷åííÿ ð³çíîìàí³òòÿ
ïòàõ³â íà îñíîâ³ êîëåêö³é.
Àäðåñà äëÿ êîíòàêò³â:
Dr. Renate van den Elzen,
Section Ornithology,
Zoologisches Forschungsinstitut u.
Museum A. Koenig,
Adenauerallee 160, D-53113 Bonn,
Deutschland.
E-mail: r.elzen.zfmk@uni-bonn.de

