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Presence et nidification d'une Sterne voyageuse (Sterna bengalensis) dans une
colonie de Sterne caugek (Sterna sandvicensis) sur Ie Banc d'Arguin (France).

Le Ier juin 1974, je photographiais une Sterne voyageuse (Sterna
bengalensis) en vol au-dessus de l'importante colonie de Sterne caugek
(Sterna sandvicensis) du Banc d'Arguin (Bassin d'Arcachon, littoral atlan
tique franl;ais). Le 15 juin suivant, je rephotographiais une Sterne voyageuse
au meme endroit mais, cette fois-ci, assise sur I'emplacement d'un nid et
abritant un poussin. Malgre une heure et demie d'observation, je n'ai ni pu
observer Ie partenaire eventuel de cette sterne, ni pu savoir si Ie poussin
abrite etait effectivement Ie sien.

Fig. J. Bane d'Arguin (Gironde), 15 juin 1974.

Un an plus tard, un autre observateur (P. Campredon) a constate, toujours
au meme endroit, la presence d'une Sterne voyageuse et d'une Sterne caugek
assises alternativement sur Ie meme nid contenant deux poussins. La preuve
d'une reproduction avec formation d'un couple mixte etait ainsi apportee.

Ces observations rappellent celie qu'a faite Isenmann (1972) et soulignent
une fois de plus l'etroite parente entre la Sterne voyageuse et la Sterne
caugek, parente deja relevee par Junge & Voous (1955).
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SUMMARY
In 1974, a Lesser-crested Tern (Sterna bengalensis) was observed while brooding a chick in a

colony of Sandwich Terns (S. sandvicensis) on the French atlantic coast. In 1975, in the same
colony, a breeding mixed pair- Lesser-crested Tern x Sandwich Tern was observed. These
observations verify again the close relationship of these two species.
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Populations of sea birds in the Cabrera archipelago (Balearic Islands)
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South of Mallorca about four miles of Cape Salinas the small Cabrera
archipelago is located, formed by a group of islands lined up from the
southwest to the northeast. Cabrera is the largest of the islands (15.7 km2) and
has a vegetation composed of mediterranean scrub and pine-forest (Pinus
halepensis), which are also found on Conejera. The other islands are covered
by scrub flora, of which Pistacia lentiscus, Olea europaea. Capparis spinosa,
Lavatera arborea and Suaeda fruticosa are the most common species. The
islands are composed of broken limestone and have abundant cliffs and
caves. The human population is small and consists of a military detachment
in the port of Cabrera only.

Table I. Breeding pairs of sea birds in Cabrera archipelago (Balearic Islands) during 1974.

Calonectris Puffinus Hydrobates Phalacrocorax Lams Larus Falco Total population
Island diomedea puffinus pelagicus aristotelis argentatus audouinii eleonorae (breeding pairs)

Forada 17 6 I 24
Pobre 57 11 4 80
Plana 72 5 2 79
Esponja 0
Conejera 43 185 32 260
Redonda 18 87 4 109
Fonoy 2 2 4
Sas Bledas 20 25
Imperial I 132 75 211
La Teula E 2 3
La Teula W 21 22
Xapat E 83 10 2 96
Xapat W 10 10 20
Estel de Fuera E 7 8
Estel de Fuera W 12 2 9 24
Ses Rates 9 10
Cabrera 59 61

Total 304 31 295 354 38 9 1036

The insular fauna was studied during three short visits: March 10-17;
May 22-28 and August 7-16, 1974. The results of the censuses of nesting
birds have been summarized in Table 1. The numbers of the Balearic
Shearwater possibly have been underestimated, since the nestlings born on
Sas Bledas, Imperial, La Teula, Xapat and Estels de Fuera, islands on which
no landings have been made, were counted from the sea. This proved to be
possible, because the nestlings of the mediterranean race of this shearwater
abandon their burrows in late June or early July.

The magnitude of the breeding populations on the islands make them the
most important in the western mediterranean area. Our nocturnal ringings of
Calonectris diomedea have shown that great numbers of non-breeding birds
visit the islands in the summer, approximately three times the number of
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adults that breed. According to the present estimate the island population of
this shearwater approximates to 2736 birds, including 304 chicks, 608
breeding adults and about 1824 non-breeding birds.

Shearwaters and Storm Petrels almost exclusively breed on islands without
predatory mammals. The Black Rat (Rattus rattus) lives on Conejera,
Redonda, Imperial and Cabrera. Cabrera is also inhabited by the Genet
(Genetta genetta) and some feral cats.

J. Araujo, J. Munoz Cobos & F. J. Purroy
Museo Nacional de Ciencias Naturales, Castellana 84 - Madrid 6



1976] NOTES ON SEA-BIRDS

NOTES ON SEA-BIRDS 55

The Dove Prion Pachyptila desolata at the coast of Java
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Prions or whale birds have a mainly sub-antarctic circumpolar distribution,
but during the southern winter some species penetrate far north into tropical
waters.

The present communication reports the occurrence of the Antarctic or
Dove Prion at the southern coast of West Java. The specimen was collected,
but the record was not published earlier by the untimely death of Dr. Max
Bartels Jr. on 6 October 1943 as Japanese prisoner-of-war at Chungkai on
the river Kwai, 8 km N.W. of Kanchanaburi, in Thailand, while working on
the notorious Burma Railroad. As an at that time junior collaborator of Dr.
Bartels 1hold some of his notes.

On 19 July 1938 Dr. Max Bartels Jr. secured a specimen of the Dove Prion
Pachyptila desolata at the beach of Muara Cibarahmi (6° 49'S, 105° 50' E)
about 4 km west of Muarabinuangeun, Bantam, southern coast of W. Java.
The specimen, sexed as female, was found hidden under some driftwood on
the beach and was apparently in an exhausted condition as it could be caught
by hand. The previous days a strong south wind had prevailed. Of the fresh
bird an accurate life-sized drawing was made by Max Bartels of the shape of
the bill and the feet, together with a soft part description (Fig. I). The
collected specimen, which orginally was in the Bartels Collection, and which
is referred to in a letter by Bartels to F. N. Chasen dated 8 March 1939 ('I
have recently collected Sula abbotti and a specimen of Pachyptila. probably
desolata, on our South-coast.') now in the Leiden Museum, was provisionally
identified as Pachyptila desolata. The identification is now confirmed by me
with the aid of the relevant literature (Falla 1940, Fleming 1941, Tickell
1962) and comparison with specimens in the Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke
Historie, Leiden.

The bird had a bill lenght of 27 mm and a bill width at the base of 12.8
(13.0) mm. No external palatal lamellae were visible when the bill was closed.
The fresh specimen had a deep brown iris and blackish brown eyelids. The
bill was a vivid blue with a violet tinge near the upperside of the upper
mandible, but near the nostril region this colour changed to a more blackish
brown. The bill was near the tip whitish blue, but the nail had blackish brown
contours. The lower mandible was blue like the upper one, becoming dark
brown at the extreme tip. The naked gular skin was blue like the bill, the
gape was more whitish. Tarsi and feet were blue like the bill, but more
whitish at the joint of the toes. Webs between the toes transparant white with
a few blackish-brown veins. Outer margins of the webs were blackish brown.
Nails blue, near the tip darker to blackish brown. No plumage measurements
can be given as the specimen in after-war years had disappeared from the
Bartels Collection and could not be re-examined.
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Fig. 1. Pachyptila desolata. Pencil drawing of the bill and feet of the fresh specimen collected on
Java together with a soft part description all in Dr. M. Bartels' hand (x 0,9).

This record of Pachyptila desolata from Java does not stand alone. Prions
have been regularly observed in June-July in warmer waters of the Indian
Ocean, see Bourne (1960), Voous (1966) and Bailey (1968). But specific
identification at sea is often very difficult, if not impossible. Therefore the
above mentioned record of Pachyptila desolata from Java gains significance.
No such record for the eastern part of the Indian Ocean existed so far,
although Alexander (1928, edition 1963 : 49) gave for the distribution of this
species: 'Southern Oceans between 66° Sand 35° S, occasionally north to
the Malay Archipelago'. The origin of this record, which probably dates
from before 1928, could not be traced by me, nor by Dr. W. R. P. Bourne
and others.

Although it is probably unsafe to say to what race of desolata the specimen
belongs, some indication can be given. According to Tickell (1962) the three
races of desolata can be separated by numerical characters such as width of
the bill and length of wing and tail. Of these the width of the bill seems to be
the most important. From his data it can be concluded that P. d. banksi can
be excluded by its larger bill width. There is, however, hardly any preference
for indentification between either the nominate form from Kerguelen
(average bill width 13.10 mm) or P. d. alter from the Auckland Islands and
Macquarie Island (average bill width 13.90 mm).
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